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Within recent years, there is an increasing number of non-plastic 

surgeons performing both reconstructive and aesthetic breast 

surgery. We examined plastic surgeon’s representation on major 

hospital websites in the U.S. for breast reconstruction.

The top 20 U.S. medical centers according to the U.S. News and 

World Report’s Hospital Rankings from 2020-2021 were identified. 

Each hospital search engine was used to perform a thorough search 

for the search items: “breast reconstruction”, “implant based 

reconstruction”, “autologous breast reconstruction”, and 

“mastectomy”. Data reviewed for search results included gender, if 

they were a physician, medical specialty, medical school and 

residency attended, and each individual’s position within the search 

results. 

Objectives

Results

Conclusions

Plastic surgeons are underrepresented on major hospital 

websites when searching for common breast reconstruction 

terms. Patients interested in breast reconstruction may 

encounter difficulty finding an appropriate plastic surgeon 

given that non-plastic surgeons represented the majority of 

results. Partnership with administrative and information 

technology personnel is critical to enhance search engine 

function. Doing so will benefit patients and plastic surgeons. 

Advocacy efforts focused on enhancing the presence of plastic 

surgeons in such searches is crucial to maintaining the scope 

of practice of plastic surgery and ensuring patients have access 

to the appropriate reconstructive care. 

Methods

Across all searches, a total of 1,145 search results were obtained, 

averaging 286 (range 197 to 453) results per search term. The 

majority of suggested physicians were male (64%) (Figure 1). The 

search term “implant based reconstruction” suggested mostly male 

physicians (78%) while “mastectomy” suggested slightly more 

female physicians (52%) (Figure 1). A total of 1,000 physicians 

allopathic trained (M.D) physicians composed search results who 

mostly attended medical school in the U.S. (92%) and attended a 

U.S. based residency training program (98%). 

Results
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Nearly a third (34%) of all searches produced no 

results. The majority of physicians identified were non-

plastic surgeons (67%) (Figure 2). Other surgeons 

represented approximately half (47%) of search results 

and obstetricians/gynecologists (OBGYN) accounted 

for 2%. However, plastic surgeons were more likely to 

appear earlier on search results with an average search 

position of 17±28 (range 1-195) compared to non-

plastic surgeons’ average position of 57±59 (range 1-

238) (p<0.001).

Results

Figure 2. Plastic surgeons represented less than half of physicians 

across all search terms and one-third of all search results. 

Figure 1. Male Physicians Represent the Majority of Physician Search 

Results for Breast Reconstruction Related Procedures.
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