
AIM:

METHODS:

RESULTS:

Statistical analysis:

A multivariable logistic
regression model was
constructed to evaluate the
association between baseline
knowledge and demographic
characteristics.
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CONCLUSION:
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This study aims to characterize public
knowledge of reconstructive
microsurgery.

A cross-sectional survey was conducted
from August to September 2021 using
Amazon Mechanical Turk to assess
baseline knowledge of reconstructive
microsurgery. 

516 responses were analyzed

Mean age  36.7 (SD 16.04) years
Male (54%)/ Female (45%) 

Whites (84%) 
 Non-Hispanic (70%)

Perceptions of Surgeons who perform 
reconstructive microsurgery 

Perceptions of Surgeries that use 
reconstructive microsurgery 

52% "General surgeons perform reconstructive microsurgery"

"PRS perform reconstructive microsurgery"28%

41%

"Head and neck reconstruction uses reconstructive microsurgery" 28%

"Breast reconstruction uses reconstructive microsurgery" 

41% "Finger replantation uses reconstructive microsurgery" 

Hispanics had 0.49 (p<0.05) times the odds to mistake head and neck reconstruction as microsurgery and  0.05 (p<0.04) the
odds to consider plastic and reconstructive surgeons as those who perform microsurgery when compared to Non-Hispanic

subjects after holding other sociodemographic factors constant.
Females had 1.63 more odds of considering PRS for reconstruction (p 0.017). Low-educated subjects had significantly more odds

to consider general surgeons as those who performed reconstructive microsurgery (OR 8.70, p0.04)
 

Our results evidence:

Misconceptions of
microsurgery as a
foundational principle of
plastic surgery persist and
correlate with
undervaluing the specialty.  

Knowledge differs by
ethnicity, level of
education, and gender.

Patient counseling should
use culturally appropriate
elements to demystify
microsurgery, build value,
and better inform risks
and benefits

People agreed that:


